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Rocky Mountain Book Award finalist, 20132012 Silver Birch Express Award nomineeWhen
vandals deface the Harmony Point sign, the town does indeed seem to become the "arm pit" of
the region. The baseball team hasn't won a game in two seasons and the town itself is falling into
disrepair. But when the new postmaster becomes the ball coach, Clay and the rest of the
Terriers finally seem to stand a chance of winning a game. Until they overhear a bureaucrat from
the city say that the post office will close unless the "numbers" work out. The team begins
"Operation Tennis Elbow" - a letter writing campaign designed to generate enough mail to keep
the post office - and its postmaster - in town (and coaching their baseball team). And along the
way, they learn the power of the pen in effecting positive changes in their community.

Praise for author Natalie Hyde (Desert Extremes)"...a worthwhile and popular addition to a
collection for budding scientists and explorers." - Booklist Book DescriptionRocky Mountain
Book Award finalist, 20132012 Silver Birch Express Award shortlist2012/13 Great Stone Face
Award shortlist2012/13 Red Cedar Book Award shortlist2013/14 Nutmeg Book Award
shortlistAbout the AuthorNatalie Hyde is the author of more than a dozen works of nonfiction.
She has contributed titles to a variety of educational series including Live It: Fairness and Live It:
Courage. This is her first novel. Natalie lives in Cambridge, Ontario.Excerpt. © Reprinted by
permission. All rights reserved."How much could a postman know about baseball?" I said, not
wanting toget my hopes up. I had already resigned myself to the thought ofanother year of losing.
"He can't be much worse than our last coach,"Scott said. "I mean, Coach Meyers kept telling me
to hit the ball withmy 'club.' How bad can this guy be?" I had to agree. Still, would be begood
enough to help us win a game?Read more
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Cheryl K, “GREAT BOOK!. I purchased this book for my son entering 6th Grade as his summer
reading book. He LOVED it and I loved it as well! It was a great story and even managed to
sneak in a life lesson as well!”

Pop Bop, “Authentic Kids Playing Real Baseball in a Good Place. No matter how engaging your
story, delightful your setting, or generally accomplished your writing, a book like this only works
really well if the kids feel authentic and you believe they really are playing baseball in a little town.
This book scores high marks on all of those tests.The kids are just right, Sure, the team is
composed of some recognizable "types", but even the most predictable types are sometimes
surprising. Our narrator, Clay, is a little more responsible and observant, and certainly more
articulate than his fellows, but even he comes across more as a kid trying to follow what's going
on than as an all knowing narrator. The rest of the team members each get a chance to shine,
and whether they are just talking about stuff or working as a team they display that weird
combination of innocence, wisdom, hope, despair, know-it-allness, and silliness that is the
hallmark of the middle grader. You will like these kids and you will root for them. I don't recall any
other kids in any other book I've read recently who are so convincingly portrayed. Whether just
messing around and killing time waiting for baseball practice to start, or sitting on a wall
discussing school matters, or hatching a scheme of some sort, they are real in a very satisfying
and entertaining way.They are supported by a well imagined and crafted set of town adults. This
feels very much like a middle school version of one of those classic droll English village
comedies, where you have sharp tongued adults, vague or eccentric adults, and just slightly
unfocused or addled adults. Particular care has been spent in the creation of the team's patient,
wise and long suffering coach, and he provides a nice adult center for the antics surrounding the
team. (The door prize at the Bingo Hall is "One free taxidermy (raccoon or smaller)(Courtesy of
Byers Taxidermy and Framing)"; now, this is sly, but the "raccoon or smaller" makes it funny and
the "Taxidermy and Framing" tells me an author with a very sharp sense of humor is at work
here.)This book also has an interesting mild touch of wistfulness or melancholy running through
it, since our narrator knows that his little town will one day be swallowed up by the approaching
neighboring metropolis. Indeed, the whole story has an air of fleeting youth to it, which adds
some dignity and weight to the proceedings. But, that said, this is mostly an amusing
entertainment, not "Gone With the Wind", and is a generally high spirited and optimistic
entertainment at that. If you have an adventurous reader, or a baseball nut, this could be a very
nice choice.Please note that I received a free advance ecopy of this book in exchange for a
candid review. Apart from that I have no connection at all to either the author or the publisher of
this book.”

The DMS, “A Book That Will Make You Be More Positive!. When I started reading Saving Armpit



by Natalie Hyde I thought it was going to be about a camp. But, it turned out to be a book about a
community coming together to make a change. The difference was that most of the community
had no idea that change was taking place. I especially liked that it was the kids who banded
together to write letters to bring about change. Working towards a cause can have
consequences you didn’t even see! Fans of baseball will definitely enjoy this book and the
changes that the team goes through. For those that don't like baseball- if you like to see people
working together and making the world a better place, this is a book that you will really get into. I
liked seeing the surprising things that happened once the kids started writing letters, and I also
enjoyed reading the letters sprinkled throughout the book. This story will be enjoyed by kids in
third grade and up. It gave me some ideas of letters I could write to make a difference in my
community. Maybe I will be able to make some positive changes happen too!”

Monica Kulling, “Real Kids. SAVING ARMPIT by Natalie HydeNon-fiction writers are known to
fantasize about writing fiction, but few successfully make the leap to this differently demanding
genre. Natalie Hyde has published nearly 20 non-fiction titles on topics as diverse as germ
theory, micro life, and population patterns. With her first work of fiction, Saving Armpit (recently
nominated for the 2012 Silver Birch Express Award), Hyde has successfully entered the land of
make-believe or, as fiction has been called, the "lie that tells the truth."And Saving Armpit does
tell truth -- about what it's like to live in a small-town close to a larger centre, and to feel your
town getting ready to call it a day. The kids are especially disheartened to learn that they may
lose their post office and with it Mr. Blackmore, the best coach they've ever had. The kids of
Harmony Point (the defaced sign leading into town reads "Arm Pit") want to be winners, but how
can you ever hope to win one game if every volunteer who coaches your team barely knows the
game? Mr. Blackmore not only knows baseball, he knows kids. He comes equipped with
patience, kindness, and a huge sports bag bulging with baseball gear.Now there will be new
truths to learn, and the real game of baseball to be played. The kids are whipped into shape and
slowly start to smell success, but, just as they get the first whiff, they must rally their forces to
fight another battle -- that is, save the post office. They launch a letter writing campaign, and
soon reap many surprising side benefits, besides the most important one -- keeping their
coach.Saving Armpit is clever, funny, and fast-paced. The kids are straight out of Beverly Cleary
-- that is, they are real. Boys and girls will enjoy the baseball action (I sure did); the letters
interspersed throughout the book with funny names, like the magazine on cheese sculpting
called Cut the Cheese. Natalie Hyde is a funny, warm writer who has successfully written a book
kids will love. May we see more fine fiction coming from her imagination.”

The book by Natalie Hyde has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 11 people have provided feedback.
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